
City of Independence 
Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date:  March 4, 2014 
 
Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
Commissioners Present: Mike Calvert, Audrey Elder, Cody Fann, Diane Reuter, Sam Rushay, 

and Larry Villalva 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Steve Campbell and Duane Stephens 
 
Staff:   Wendy Shay, Historic Preservation Manager  
 
I.   AGENDA   
 

It was moved by Mr. Fann, seconded by Ms. Elder and approved 6-0 to accept the agenda.   
 

II.  MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Ms. Reuter and approved 6-0 to accept the 
meeting minutes of February 6, 2014. 
 

III. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Update of Heritage Commission By-laws 
 
Mr. Rushay inquired about the number of members required for a quorum. 
 
Ms. Shay stated that she will confirm that it is five and make the necessary changes.  
 
The Commissioners then concurrently agreed that no other changes to the by-laws were 
needed at this time.  
 

B. Review of Square Streetscape Plan 
 
Chair Calvert passed around a copy of the proposed plan to the Commissioners. He stated 
that the plans have not changed since the last review by the Commission. New sidewalks 
are proposed on the south side of Truman Road from Main Street to Osage.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that this project was previously on hold due to a lack of funding but is 
now moving forward. A 106 review was completed and approved by the State Historic 
Preservation Office.  
 
Ms. Reuter asked for a project overview.  
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Ms. Shay stated that most of the project involved new sidewalks.  
 
Ms. Elder asked if this was the only phase of the project.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that she would ask Economic Development and get back with the 
Commission.   
 

C. Community Development Department Quarterly Review  
 
Ms. Shay gave an overview of her meeting with Tom Scannell, acting Community 
Development Director. 
 
Demolition permit applications are to be updated within the next few months. Ownership 
and preservation review requirements will be addressed.    

 
The software and systems upgrades for the building permit process is slated for this year. 
This will help with streamlining the process and encourage better city-wide 
communication. Ms. Shay also stated that she will again be attending Plan Review 
meetings for new projects.   
 
Mr. Scannell asked if the Commissioners would consider names for a historic property 
application (app) for smart phones. The app would be tied to a video that would tell a 
story about the property. The apps would be applicable city-wide, whether the property 
was designated or not. Videos would only be one to two minutes long. Commissioner 
Reuter and Fann are already assisting with this new app.  
 
Chair Calvert asked if properties of interest could be added.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that public feedback would be encouraged. She then also stated that an 
intern may be asked to develop a custom app over the summer.  
 
Mr. Villalva mentioned the same type of program offered by the Park Service called 
OnCell mobile tours that has a GPS tie in. 
 
Ms. Shay then stated that the developer of the property at 1400 Bill Johnson Road did not 
appear in his last court hearing and that a warrant was issued for him. This was regarding 
a citation for demolition without Commission review and approval and without 
demolition permits issued.  
 
Ms. Shay also provided an update on the Drumm Farm demolition. Without a legal 
connection to the steward of the property, Brad Smith, there is no current way to connect 
an individual to the actual Mr. Smith related to the Drumm Farm property. Several Brad 
Smiths are listed in the area and the Mr. Smith in question cannot be differentiated via the 
current system.  
 
The Commissioners then thanked staff for following up.  
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IV. REPORTS & COMMENTS 
 
A.  Public Comment 

 
No members of the public were present who wished to comment.  

 
B.  Heritage Commission 

 
Mr. Villalva gave an update about the centennial celebration of the Park Service in 2016. 
Planning begins in 2014 and will continue through 2015. The Park Service will stress 
their appreciation of community support.  
 

C.  Staff  
 

Ms. Shay introduced Amy Hart who will start her Commission term on April 1, 2014. 
This is Ms. Hart’s first time on the Commission. She lives in Golden Acres. Ms. Hart will 
be attending the upcoming Certified Local Government training in Jefferson City.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that the Preservation Month calendar was complete and that it offered a 
generous selection of events.  
 
Ms. Shay then asked the Commissioners for volunteers who can plan other Commission-
sponsored events to be held later in the year.    
 
Chair Calvert stated that there will be some Civil War Roundtable events to partner with.  
 

V. ADJOURN 
 

It was moved by Mr. Fann, seconded by Ms. Reuter, and approved 6-0 to adjourn.  


